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Above  -  1787  Jersey  Copper,  Maris  55  m 
Reverse:  The  second  U  in  PLURIBUS  may  have  been  repunched  over  an  S 

GSNA  Convention  Celebrates  its  24th  Year 


along  with  NJ  Tokens  and  Medals  Show 

Thurs.  thru  Sat.,  April  29,  30  and  May  1,  1999 

at  the  Marriott  Hotel  and  Convention  Annex  in  Somerset,  NJ 
(See  full  page  display  ads  with  full  details  inside!) 


Below  -  Gallery  Mint  Museum  Replica  of  1788  Jersey  Copper,  Maris  51  g 
issued  for  the  1997  GSNA  Convention.  Some  specimens  are  still  available 


New  Jersey  has  a  proud  numismatic  heritage  going  back  to  colonial 
times  as  illustrated  above.  Jersey  coppers  dated  1786,  1787  and  1788  are 
among  the  most  av  idly  collected  coins  and  enjoy  a  broad  collector  base,  not  just 
among  colonial  enthusiasts  but  early  U.S.  type  and  large  cent  variety  collectors 
as  well  The  Maris  5  lg  is  one  of  only  three  head  facing  left  obverses  and  is  the 
rarest  of  the  trio  With  the  imminent  release  of  the  NJ  State  Quarter,  our  state 
coinage  has  come  full  circle. 


New  Jersey  Numismatic  Journal,  Vol.  24,  No.  2 


New  Jersey  Token  and  Medal  Show 


April  29,  30  and  May  1,  1999 

In  conjunction  with  the 

GSNA  Convention 

Marriott  Hotel,  Somerset,  NJ 
Exit  10  offRte.  1-287  to  Rte.  527  north  to  first  light.  Left  on 
Davidson  Ave.,  follow  signs  to 

Ukrainian  Cultural  Center,  across  from  the  Marriott 


1  PM  to  7  PM  Thursday,  April  29 
10  AM  to  7  PM  Friday,  April  30 
10  AM  to  5  PM  Saturday,  May  1 

Tokens,  medals,  coins,  paper  money,  casino  chips, 
other  tokens  and  memorabilia,  advertising 
Civil  War,  toys,  pocket  mirrors,  collector  books,  political 
items,  comic  books,  baseball,  telephone  and  credit  cards: 
every  imaginable  small  collectible! 


For  show  information  call  or  write: 

Paul  Cunningham 
Box  One 

Tecumseh,  Ml  49286 
(517)-451-2447 

\ 
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President’s  Message 


Dear  fellow  members. 

Time  is  fast  approaching  for  the  24th  Anniversary  GSNA  Convention 
scheduled  for  April  29.  30  and  May  1  in  lovely  Somerset,  NJ.  Please  mark  your 
calendars  and  plan  to  join  us  for  three  wonderful  days  of  numismatics  in  the 
Garden  State.  Our  Treasurer  and  Show  Chairman  Tom  Hyland  has  planned  an 
outstanding  convention  with  numerous  special  events  and  numismatic 
activities.  We  are  very'  pleased  with  the  selection  of  the  Somerset  Marriott/UCC 
facility  to  host  the  annual  convention.  Because  the  site  is  both  centrally  located 
between  the  New  York  and  Philadelphia  metropolitan  areas  and  conveniently 
situated  adjacent  to  the  U.S.  Route  287  corridor,  we  are  anticipating  a  record 
attendance.  The  Marriott  hotel  offers  comfortable  accommodations  at 
reasonable  rates:  so  be  sure  to  secure  your  reservation  under  'GSNA'  to  receive 
our  convention  group  discount.  For  those  interested  in  a  reservation,  please  call 
(800)  238-3198. 

As  with  past  conventions,  we  are  proud  to  host  the  New  Jersey  Token  and 
Medal  show.  We  have  scheduled  various  specialty  club  neetings  which  include 
EAC,  C4.  NJES  and  others,  and  several  outstanding  educational  programs.  We 
are  pleased  to  announce  that  our  Y/N  Program  will  be  presented  by  Mr.  Larry 
Gentile  Sr.  Gehringer  &  Kellar  of  Allentown,  PA.  have  been  named  the  official 
auction  company  for  the  convention,  and  National  Guaranty  Corp.  (NGC)  will 
provide  certification  services  (including  24  hour  submissions). 

The  annual  GSNA  Convention  has  always  been  much  more  than  a 
large  coin  show.  Our  mission  statement  dictates  that  our  organization  will 
promote  numismatics  through  education.  In  that  regard  our  exhibits  Chairman, 
Ray  Williams  informs  me  that  another  fine  group  of  displays  will  be  on  hand.  I 
believe  that  this  year's  convention  promises  to  be  better  than  ever.  We  look 
forward  to  getting  together  with  all  GSNA  members  at  our  annual  meeting  to 
be  held  on  Sat,  May  1  at  noon.  If  you  would  like  to  help  out  for  an  hour  at  the 
Registration  Desk  or  in  some  other  capacity,  please  contact  Frank  Dolan  at 
(570)  424-8809.  Thank  you  for  your  continued  support  of  our  organization. 

feest  te^aids, 


"feobeit  feeds  'Ji. 
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gSNA  Convention 

April  29, 30,  May  l 

Marriott  Hotel,  Somerset,  NJ 

Exit  10  off  Rt.  287,  Rt.  527  north  to  first  light, 

Left  on  Davidson  Ave.,  follow  the  signs  to  the 
Ukranian  Cultural  Center,  across  from  the  Marriott. 

Free  Admission  Saturday: 
Thurs.  1PM  -  7  PM  YN  Program 
Fri.  10  AM  -  7  PM  EAC  &  C4  Meetings 
Sat. 1 0  AM  -  5  PM  Guest  Speakers 

The  New  Jersey  Token  &  Medal  Show 

Don’t  miss  the  auction  conducted  by 
Gehringer  &  Kellar,  Friday,  7  PM 

Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation 
Educational  Exhibits  -  Books  -  Supplies 
Coins  -  Currency  -  Tokens  -  Medals 
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GSNA  Convention  and 
NJ  Tokens  and  Medals  Show  Schedule 


Thursday,  April  29 
8:00  AM 

10:00 

1:00  PM 

Dealer  set  up 

Dealer  to  Dealer  and  Early  Admission  -  $25 
Bourse  open  to  the  public  - 

Auction  Lots  viewing 

7:00  PM 

Bourse  and  Auction  Lot  viewing  closes 

Friday,  April  30 
10:00  AM 

Bourse  open  to  the  public 

Auction  lots  viewing 

7:00  PM 

Bourse  closed 

Auction  by  Gehringer  and  Keller,  Inc. 

Saturday,  May  1 

10:00  AM  Bourse  open  to  the  public  until  5:00  PM 

-Saturday  Meetings  Schedule- 
10:00  Young  Numismatists  (10  AM  to  3  PM) 

Casino  Chips  Collectors  Club  meeting 
11:00  N.  J.  Exonumia  Society  meeting 
12:00  noon  GSNA  General  Meeting  (open  to  public) 
Please  make  every  effort  to  attend  this  important  meeting. 
You  do  not  have  to  be  a  GSNA  member  to  attend  . 


1:00  PM 

Early  American  Copper  Club  meeting 

2:00 

3:00 

Colonial  Copper  Coin  Club  (C4)  meeting 
GSNA  Educational  Forum 

5:00  PM 

Speakers,  Michael  Fey  and  NGC 

Bourse  closes  -  Convention  ends 
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Clubs  Around  the  State 

News  of  past  and  Upcoming  Events  by  your  Coin  Club 

MONDAY  EVENINGS 

Sussex  County  Coin  Club 

meets  at  the  Elks  along  the  Boardwalk  on  Lake  Mohawk 
the  second  Monday  of  the  month 
Angelo  Larceri.  President 

Club  V.P.  Harry  Resigno  gave  a  slide-talk  on  the  Coins  of  the  Byzantine 
Empire  at  the  Feb.  8  meeting.  In  each  isue  of  the  club  newsleter.  editor  Tom  Grieves 
provides  challenging  Coin  Trivia  questions  with  answers  in  the  following  month. 

New  Jersey  Numismatic  Society 

meets  at  the  Helen  Chase  Room  of  the  Madison,  NJ  Public  Library 

the  third  Monday  of  the  month 

Ray  Flanagan.  President.  Internet  coinguy@erols.com 

At  its  first  meeting  for  1999,  Spencer  Peck  spoke  on  a  topic  dear  to  our 
numismatic  hearts.  "The  NJ  State  Quarter"  which  will  be  released  towards  the  end  of 
May.  Having  served  as  one  of  the  15  members  on  the  NJ  design  selection  committee,  he 
displayed  a  variety  of  sketches  and  drawings  that  were  ultimately  rejected  in  favor  of 
Washington  Crossing  the  Delaware  Crossroads  of  the  Revolution  motif.  In  February, 
David  Lange  presented  a  program  on  the  Coinage  of  the  United  Kingdom  (1797-1970) 
which  included  an  extensive  display  from  his  collection.  In  March.  Arno  Saffan 
presented  a  slide-talk  on  "The  Coinage  Legacy  of  John  Rreich".  Asst.  Mint  Engraver 
( 1807-1817)  with  emphasis  on  the  large  cents  ( 1808-14). 

Trenton  Numismatic  Club  clm-oos 

Meets  at  the  Jewish  Community  Center  999  Lower  Ferry  Rd  in  Ewing  Twp..  NJ 

on  the  fourth  Monday  of  the  month. 

Dave  Ronco.  President,  Address  c/o  I  NC,  P.O.  Box  8122,  Trenton,  NJ  08650 

Show  and  Tell  exhibits  included  a  Byzantine  gold  soidus  of  Maurice  Tiberius 
(582-602)  brought  in  by  Ray  Williams  who  explained  that  the  term  solidus  derives,  not 
from  soldier  but  from  "solid  gold"  which  is  Latin  for  the  Greek  word,  numisma.  Other 
displays  included  a  second  look  at  two  Kettle  card-counter  tokens,  (i.e..  gambling  chips) 
but  struck  in  Brass  as  replicas  of  our  early  gold  $5.00  and  $2.50  Capped  Head  type 
engraved  by  Robert  Scot.  Kettle,  who  manufactured  these  around  1825.  erred  on  both 
denominations  however  because  the  1803  half  eagle  exists  only  as  an  over-date.  1803/2. 

and  no  quarter-eagles  never  hore  the  1 803  date. 

(News  of  Clubs  Around  the  State  continues  on  page  4) 
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Clubs  Around  the  State  (continued) 
TUESDAY  EVENING  CLUBS 


Ocean  County  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  the  Brick  Twp .  NJ  Municipal  Complex 
the  first  and  third  Tuesday  of  the  month 

James  Majoros,  President,  65  16th  Street  Toms  River,  NJ 


President  Jim  Majoros  thanked  outgoing  Treasurer,  Jie  Zhao  for 
serving  and  welcomed  in  new  treasurer,  Dan  Danik.  He  also  applauded 
Membership  chairman,  Sandy  Ross  who  has  kept  track  of  the  club  membership 
lists  for  fifteen  years.  On  March  16.  the  club  held  another  Chinese  auction  and 
on  April  20.  in  celebration  of  National  Coin  Week,  the  OCCC  will  hold  its 
annual  Bourse  night. 

YVatehung  Hills  Coin  Club  #057 

meets  at  O’Connors  Steak  and  Ale  Restaurant  on  Mountain  Blvd.  (rte.  527)  in  Watchung,  NJ 
the  second  Tuesday  of  the  month 

Rich  Uerberian.  President 

Greg  Heim,  the  WHCC  General  Show  Chairman  reported  that  the  club's 
March  14  show  was  the  best  ever.  The  bourse  was  virtually  sold  out.  More 
than  400  persons  attended  and  this  translated  into  hefty  sales  according  to  many 
of  the  dealers  present.  To  top  it  off,  all  raffle  tickets  had  been  sold. 

At  it’s  January  12th  meeting  Arno  Safran  presented  a  slide-talk  on  the 
Coinage  Legacy  of  John  Reich  and  at  the  March  9  meeting,  Spencer  Peck  used 
illustrations  to  describe  how  the  new  Jersey  State  quarter  design  came  about. 

Northern  Valley  Coin  Club  #CLM-004 

Meets  in  the  Social  Hall  of  the  Demarest  Methodist  Church.  109  llardenburgh  Avenue  in  Demarest.  NJ 

on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  the  month 

John  Lorenzo,  President 

The  33  I  st  meeting  of  the  NVCC  held  on  January  26  produced  another 
successful  Chinese  Auction  evening.  On  February  23,  Bill  Horton  presented  a 
slide-talk  on  some  of  the  scarcer  higher  denominational  large  U.S.  Currency. 


(Club  News  continues  on  the  follow  ing  page  ) 
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Clubs  Around  the  State  (continued  from  previous  page) 

WEDNESDAY  EVENING  CLUBS 

Roxbury  Coin  Club  #065 

meets  at  the  Roxbury  Twp.  Library  .  103  Main  St..  Suceasunna.  NJ 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  the  month  (from  7:00  PM) 

Carl  Clegg,  President 

On  Feb.  3,  members  of  the  RCC  were  treated  to  the  ANA  produced 
video,  "Money:  History  In  Your  Hands"  narrated  by  James  Earl  Jones,  and  four 
weeks  later,  on  March  3,  Spencer  Peck  described  how  the  design  for  the  NJ 
state  quarter  came  about. 

Speaking  of  designs,  Carl  Clegg,  the  club's  President  has  come  up  with 
an  attractive  web  page  for  the  Roxbury  Coin  Club  on  the  Internet.  You  can  visit 
it  at  http//www. ledgewood.net/rec  or  via  Heritage  Rare  Coin  Galleries  at 
HTT  P// www.  h  er  i  tagecoi  n .  com . 

Westchester  County  Coin  Club  #062 
Meets  8  p.m.  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  month 

at  the  Community  Meeti-  Room  of  St.  Pius  X  School  on  Ramsey  Road  in  Scarsdale,  NY 
Club  mailing  address  is  P.O.  Box  272,  Mohegan  Lake,  NY  10547-0272 
Julius  Turoff,  President 

At  its  annual  meeting  the  Westchester  County  Coin  Club  elected  the  following 
officers.  President  Julius  Turoff.  VP.  Whaden  Curtis.  Sec.  Steve  Ferguson  and 
Treasurer.  Edward  O.  Krack. 

New  President  Jules  Turoff  spoke  and  displayed  his  exhibit  on  the  "Historical 
Aspects  of  the  Erie  Canal”.  Turoff  has  also  instituted  a  new  monthly  award  for  Best 
Topic  of  the  Evening  Exhibit.  In  February,  Ken  Murphy  spoke  on  The  Morgan  Silver 
Dollars.  By  vote  of  the  membership  present  Whaden  Curtis  w  as  the  w  inner  of  the  Jan. 
Show  &  Tell  award  for  his  exhibit  of  FDR  1 00  errors.  In  March,  past  WCCC  president 
John  P.  Jensen  spoke  on  "  The  Coinage  that  lias  -  and  Never  lias:  King  Edward  I  I IF' 
with  an  accompanying  exhibit. 

Hackettstown  Coin  Club  #032 

Meets  at  the  Hackettstown  Community  Center  on  Rte.  46 
on  the  fourth  W  ednesday  of  the  month 
John  DeRoma,  President 

HCC  Member  and  Club  Show  Chairman  Steve  Middleton  was  featured 
among  area  teaches  in  the  latest  Who's  Who  Among  America's  Teachers. 
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Clubs  Around  the  State  (continued  from  previous  page) 

THURSDAY  EVENING  CLUBS 
Bergen  County  Coin  Club,  #037 

now  meets  at  the  Richard  Rodda  Community  Center,  250  C'olonial  Court 
(South  of  Voltee  Park),  in  Teaneck,  NJ  on  the  third  Thursday  of  the  month 
Dominic  Polimeni,  President 

The  Bergen  County  Coin  Club  has  launched  its  second  annual  Coin 
Investments  contest.  In  January,  members  brought  in  their  favorite  coin  or 
banknote  and  gave  a  short  talk  about  them. 

the  Currency  Club  of  Chester  County  #CLM-009 

also  meets  on  the  3rd  Thursday  each  month  at  7:00  P.M.  at  the  Community  Room  of  the  First 
National  Bank  located  on  the  S.F.  corner  of  High  <&  Market  Streets  n  West  Chester,  PA 
Norman  Aspen,  club  contact  person 

At  the  January  meeting,  member  Mike  Gehnian  spoke  on  how  he 
began  to  collect  paper  money  and  showed  some  of  his  notes  with  appropriate 
comments.  The  feature  exhibit  on  display  was  a  group  of  Obsolete  notes 
(1814-18)  from  the  Bank  of  Chester  County,  PA.  This  was  followed  in  February 
with  Nelson  Aspen  presenting  a  program  on  the  Bank  of  Chester  County.  PA. 

The  New  Jersey  Exonumia  Society 
George  Skie,  President 

Steve  Middleton,  VP  and  Publicity  Chairman  P.O.  Bov  83.  Boonton,  NJ  070115 
Publication:  JERSEY  ana,  editor,  Dennis  Helmer,  1 12  Carlton  Avenue.  Westmont,  NJ  08108 

The  91st  issue  of  JERSEYana,  publication  of  the  New  Jersey  Exonumra 
Society  reports  on  the  New  Jersey  Tercentenary  Medallion  of  1964  and  lists  all 
21  county  symbols  which  appear  on  the  rim.  David  Gladfelter  has  an  article 
entitled,  "Hoboken's  Civil  War  Relief  Warrants"  appearing  in  issue  #92,  the 
most  recent  JERSEYana.  The  article  includes  facsimiles  of  notes  (similar  to 
checks)  issued  to  dependents  whose  breadwinners  were  on  the  battlefield. 
Warrants  were  issued  in  the  sum  of  $6.00.  Speaking  of  $6.00,  that's  all  it  takes 
to  become  a  member  of  the  NJES  is  a  non-profit  educational  organization 
devoted  to  that  the  collecting  of  NJ  based  tokens,  medals,  obsolete  banknotes, 
scrip  and  related  memorabilia.  Your  tax  deductible  donation  is  payable  to  NJES 
and  can  be  sent  to  Al  Zaika,  P.O.  Box  65,  Bellmawr.  NJ  08099. 
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Obverse  and  Reverse  of  1853  Braided  Hair  Mature  Head  Cent,  N-13 

An  1853  Cent  or  is  it? 

by  Gary  Smith 

As  a  collector  who  specializes  in  large  cents  and  early  copper  in 
general  1  am  writing  this  not  only  to  relate  an  experience  I  had  recently  but 
also  to  alert  the  collecting  fraternity  to  a  very  deceptive  counterfeit  that  came 
passed  through  my  hands.  While  I  was  at  a  show,  a  collector  I  know  was  offered 
a  group  of  coins  for  sale,  one  of  which  was  an  1853  large  cent.  Not  being  a 
copper-nut,  he  gave  it  to  me  to  "check  out".  1  found  it  to  be  a  very  pretty  mint 
state  piece  with  good  color  and  a  minimum  of  marks;  in  short,  a  nice  coin! 

My  friend  bought  it  along  with  some  other  pieces.  During  the  course  of 
the  show,  he  displayed  it  to  a  number  of  knowledgeable  collectors  including 
some  dealers  and  all  were  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  an  attractive  enough  piece 
to  have  it  sent  out  for  certification.  I  took  the  coin  home  to  attribute  which 
turned  out  to  be  fairly  easy.  All  the  characteristics  of  the  N-13  were  there.  This 
die  variety  represents  a  common  hoard  coin  that  usually  comes  sharp  and  this 
was  a  nice  one.  At  the  following  show,  1  returned  the  coin  to  my  friend.  He 
continued  to  show  it  around  receiving  still  more  accolades.  The  coin  was 
becoming  quite  a  star.  So,  my  friend  decided  to  get  it  "slabbed"  choosing  the 
fastest  route  available.  The  coin  was  returned  ungraded  as  artificially  toned. 
What  a  bummer!  No  one  had  even  hinted  at  this  possibility. 

A  couple  of  weeks  later  I'm  sitting  home  one  night  leafing  thorough 
the  PCGS  grading  and  counterfeit  detection  guide.  1  come  across  a  photo  of  an 
1853  "Bay  Area"  counterfeit  cent  appearing  satiny,  lacking  marks  and  very  well 
made.  I  phone  my  friend  asking  him  if  he  still  had  the  coin  and  if  so,  to  bring  it 
to  the  next  show  that  weekend.  The  photo  matched  the  coin  in  all  respects. 

(continued  on  page  1 1 ) 
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1853  Cent? 


(continued  from  previous  page) 


I  could  sense  a  mixture  of  anger  and  disappointment  in  my  friend.  Fortunately, 
he  was  able  to  return  the  coin  and  received  a  full  refund  from  the  seller,  who  in 
turn  returned  it  to  the  dealer  he  got  it  from  but  for  all  we  know,  it's  still  out 
there,  possibly  in  some  less  fortunate  collector's  cabinet.  So,  anyone  out  there 
who  may  have  an  1853  large  cent  take  a  closer  look  at  it  and  if  it's  a  N-13  have 
it  authenticated. 

My  friend  and  I  have  over  60  years  combined  numismatic  experience 
and  we  were  fooled  along  with  others  including  the  certification  company  that 
only  partially  got  it  right,  for  they  mis-diagnosed  the  counterfeit  aspects  for 
artificial  toning.  Had  they  checked  the  book,  they  may  have  discovered  the  true 
nature  of  the  piece.  The  old  axiom.  "Buy  the  book  before  you  buy  the  coin" 
certainly  rings  true  here. 

More  needs  to  be  written  about  these  "Bay  Area"  counterfeit  -  large 
cents  as  well  as  half  cents  and  who  knows  what  else.  Transfer  dies  are  capable 
of  producing  many  replicas  which  can  later  be  sold  as  originals  to  the 
unsuspecting  and  unknowing.  As  our  technology  advances,  we  have  to  keep  up 
by  disbursing  the  knowledge  about  fakes  and  share  information  with  others. 
Knowledge  can  be  your  best  weapon. 


Gary  Smith  is  a  collector  and  part  time  dealer  and  a  member  of  EAC  (Early  American  Coppers  club) 

You  Can  Look  It  Up 

but  Did  You  Know? 

A  gem  BU  1877  Indian  Head  cent  sold  for  $71,300  at  a  recent  Stack's 
auction,  (a  new  record) 

Some  of  the  new  Delaware  state  quarters  in  circulation  have  been 
reported  as  "under  weight".  The  official  weight  is  5.67  grams. 

John  Reich  and  not  Robert  Scot  may  have  been  the  engraver  of  the 
Coronet  cent  (1816-35)  according  to  numismatic  scholar,  Robert  W.  Julian,  in 
his  article  that  appeared  in  COINS ,  May,  1998,  page  42. 


Thanks  to  the  I  lackettstown  Coin  Club  President  John  DeRoma  and  others  for 
sharing  the  above. 


page  1 1 


New  Jersey  Numismatic  Journal,  Vol.  24,  No.  2 


The  Case  for  Collecting  Bust  Quarters 

bv  Dick  Wells 


Most  of  us  got  our  start  in  numismatics  with  a  typical  kid's  interest  in 
readily-found  coins.  However,  after  collecting  circulated  Lincoln  cents  or 
Jefferson  nickels  for  a  while,  unless  we  specialize  in  die  varieties  or  some  other 
aspect  of  the  series,  we  usually  look  for  something  a  little  more  challenging  to 
focus  our  attention  on.  Let  me  recommend  that  you  give  some  consideration  to 
Bust  quarters  -  minted  on  a  irregular  basis  from  1796  to  1838.  Why  Bust 
quarters?  Take  a  look  at  some  of  the  appealing  elements  of  this  series. 

HISTORY  -  The  quarter  dollar  was  authorized  by  the  Coinage  Act  of 
1792  and  actual  minting  of  the  series  was  begun  in  1796.  The  designs  of  the 
earliest  quarters  were  rendered  by  the  well-known  engravers  of  those  early  years 
of  the  United  States  Mint.  Robert  Scot,  John  Reich  and  William  Kneass.  These 
engravers  produced  the  classic  Draped  and  Capped  Bust  designs  for  several  of 
our  earliest  and  most  attractive  coins. 

RARITY  -  From  1796  to  1838,  the  single  highest  year  of  quarter 
production  was  1835.  during  which  1.9  million  quarters  were  struck.  By  early 
U.S.  Mint  standards,  this  represented  a  pretty  high  mintage,  but  by  today's 
standards,  it's  minuscule.  The  second  highest  mintage  was  1836  with  452.000 
coined.  The  average  number  of  strikings  for  all  the  other  years  combined 
(during  this  era)  was  just  151,000  pieces.  The  lowest  annual  mintage  was  6,000 
(1796),  and  there  were  seven  years  (out  of  the  24)  with  mintages  under 
100,000.  By  comparison,  today's  coinage  is  produced  in  the  hundreds  of 
millions,  even  billions,  each  year. 

PRICE  -  Although  Bust  quarters  are  relatively  rare,  their  prices  are 
very  reasonable.  Take  a  look  at  the  figures  of  some  'key'  dates  in  Fine  condition 
from  several  popular  series  for  a  comparison  (using  the  1999  Red  Book.)  The 
1877  Indian  cent  (mintage  852,500)  is  S650;  the  1909-S  Indian  Cent  (309,000) 
is  $275;  the  1909-S  VDB  Lincoln  Cent  (474,000)  is  $450  and  the  1916-D 
Mercury  dime  (264,000)  is  $1,200.  Yet  the  average  price  of  a  Bust  quarter  in 


(continued  on  page  13) 
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The  Case  for  Collecting  Bust  Quarters 

(continued  from  preceding  page) 


Fine  is  just  $239.  excluding  the  super  rarities,  (e.g.,  1796,  1804,  1823  &  '27). 
The  best  value  is  with  the  reduced  size  quarters  ( 1 831-38)  where  each  date  is 
listed  in  Fine- 1 2  at  only  $55:  this  with  an  average  annual  mintage  of  525,000! 
Combine  this  information  with  the  fact  that  the  Bust  quarters  are  from  the 
earliest  era  of  the  United  States  Mint  and  the  value  for  these  coins  begins  to 
seem  like  a  real  deal. 

VARIETY  -  Because  Bust  quarters  were  struck  when  minting 
technology  was  still  in  its  infancy,  a  number  of  errors  and  die  varieties  were 
produced  each  year.  Die  cracks,  die  cuds,  and  clashed  dies  were  common.  Also, 
since  many  of  the  devices  of  these  quarters  were  punched  into  the  dies  by  hand, 
the  stars,  letters,  denominations  and  other  aspects  are  often  found  in  different 
locations.  The  errors  and  varieties  of  these  quarters  give  these  coins  a  distinct 
"personality"  that  adds  to  the  fun  and  enjoyment  of  collecting  them.  It  also 
opens  up  the  possibility  for  knowledgeable  collectors  to  "cherry  pick"  valuable 
rarities  if  they  have  done  their  homework  and  have  learned  how  to  identify 
them. 


Bust  quarters  are  not  the  most  popular  series  in  American 
numismatics.  Flowever,  some  of  the  ideas  raised  here  may  make  the  series 
attractive  to  new  collectors.  Precisely  because  Bust  quarters  are  not  as  popular 
as  Bust  halves,  Indian  Plead  cents  or  other  series,  there  may  be  a  number  of  still 
undiscovered  rare  varieties  providing  plenty  of  room  for  new  collectors  to 
assemble  a  meaningful  collection  at  very  reasonable  prices.  Give  Bust  quarters  a 
closer  look  and  you  may  be  very  glad  you  did. 


This  article  first  appeared  in  NUMfS-NOTES,  (Vol  5,  No.  9.  September,  1998,)  Newsletter 
of  the  Central  Florida  Coin  Club  which  is  based  in  the  Orlando  area  and  used  with  permission  b\  the 
editors. 
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Coins  and  the  Internet 

by  Arno  Safran 

The  computer  is  a  marvel,  Y2K  notwithstanding.  After  ordering  a 
couple  of  books  off  Amazon.com  and  receiving  them  within  two  days  via 
regular  mail,  1  decided  to  log  on  to  the  INTERNET'S  Search  Engine  using  one 
word,  COINS  and  literally  a  world  opened  up  before  me.  Dealers,  auctions, 
price  lists.  Coin  Clubs  from  everywhere  on  the  planet  appeared  on  my  monitor 
screen  at  the  click  of  the  mouse  button.  I  saw  dealers'  ads  from  the  Garden  State 
to  as  far  away  as  Santiago,  Chile.  I  plugged  into  an  Ebay  auction  that  was 
actually  being  held  on  line  and  booted  up  a  coin  that  1  was  interested  in  seeing. 
There,  larger  than  life,  this  gorgeous  1807  Draped  Bust  quarter  appeared, 
graded  AU  in  'living  color’.  I  was  sorely  tempted  but  the  consignor  was  an 
honest  fellow  and  described  the  coin  as  flawed,  having  a  small  punch  on 
Liberty's  ear.  not  easily  caught  by  the  photo. 

I  decided  to  check  out  Heritage's  new  web  site  and  found  to  my 
surprise  a  listing  of  clubs  from  all  over  the  country.  Under  New  Jersey,  most 
clubs  were  mentioned  (including  GSNA)  and  six  GSNA  member  clubs  that 
were  highlighted  in  color.  The  highlighting  feature  allows  you  to  bring  up 
specific  items  about  that  club.  Suddenly  logos  appear  along  with  pertinent 
information  including  past  guest  speakers  and  those  who  are  on  the  docket. 
One  such  speaker  was  Spencer  Peck  who  served  as  one  of  the  15  members  on 
the  NJ  design  selection  committee  for  the  New  Jersey  State  Quarter.  He  was 
listed  on  the  Roxbury  Coin  Club  website  as  upcoming  speaker  on  this  subject 
for  their  March  3  meeting.  1  E-mailed  Spence  asking  whether  he  would  like 
to  speak  on  the  same  topic  at  the  Watchung  Hills  Coin  Club  Tuesday,  March 
9th  as  they  had  no  program  planned  that  night.  He  E-mailed  me  back  that 
same  day  in  the  affirmative.  His  presentation  was  so  well  received  there  that  I 
suggested  he  present  it  at  some  of  the  central  Jersey  clubs  such  as  Trenton  and 
Ocean  County.  He  said  he  would  be  delighted  as  long  as  it  could  be  worked  out 
schedule-wise.  This  all  came  about  all  via  the  computer. 

Having  not  attended  a  coin  show  in  more  than  a  month,  I  needed  a  fix 
and  needed  it  'bad"!  1  booted  up  some  dealers'  web-sites.  Bowers  and  Merena's 
turned  out  to  be  the  best  by  far.  It  was  like  shopping  in  a  coin  gallery.  Their  web 
site  includes  compartments  such  as  Coins  for  Sale,  Auction  Update,  books, 
information  about  their  services  and  Feedback,  plus  a  toll  free  number  and 
contact  person.  I  first  hit  the  Coins  for  Sale  icon,  then  was  asked  to  choose  a 


(continued  on  page  15) 
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Coins  and  the  Internet  (continued  from  previous  page) 

denomination  and  click;  I  was  able  to  browse  at  my  heart's  content  on  or  off 
line.  Prices  are  listed  along  side  each  item,  and  like  Amazon. com,  you  can  order 
directly  off  the  computer  or  phone  them  during  hours  to  make  your  purchase. 
It's  that  easy!  Within  days  I  received  my  coin  and  was  delighted. 

Not  everything  is  that  simple  however.  You  must  have  an  idea  of  what 
you're  seeking  whether  it  be  numismatic  information  or  a  numismatic  item. 
Auctions  can  be  a  tricky  business  if  you  commit  and  then  renege,  but  like 
anything  else,  greater  familiarity  with  the  process  will  ease  one's  concern  and 
replace  it  with  wondrous  numismatic  adventure. 


Reminder:  Membership  dues  of  $10  for  1999  is  overdue. 

Putting  out  a  journal  and  putting  on  a  convention  takes  time, 
effort  and  money  and  this  is  done  with  the  volunteers  who  make  up  the 
GSNA  executive  board,  Club  Reps  and  those  active  members  who  keep 
this  organization  going.  It  is  also  accomplished,  in  part,  by  dues  which  is 
represented  by  your  $10  tax  deductible  contribution.  So,  if  you  have 
overlooked  this  item  in  your  busy  schedule,  please  take  a  moment  to 
send  in  your  dues  of  $10,  payable  to  GSNA.  Mail  to  Jim  Majoros,  65 
16th  Street,  Toms  River,  NJ  08763  Better  yet,  join  us  at  the 
convention  April  29,  30  or  May  1  and  you  can  remit  your  dues  then,  and 
thanks  from  all  of  us. 

GSNA  Looking  for  Help  at  the  Registration  Desk  During  Convention 

The  GSNA  Board  meets  12  times  a  year  and  spends  countless  hours 
planning  for  the  convention,  preparing  the  journals  and  all  other  matters 
pertaining  to  the  organization.  All  we're  asking  is  an  hour  of  your  time  to 
help  out  at  the  Registration  Desk  during  the  hours  the  convention  is  open  to 
the  public.  (See  page  5.)  If  you  think  you  can  be  available  for  this  short  time, 
please  contact  Frank  Dolan,  1st  Vice  President  and  Convention  Registration 
Chairperson  at  P.O.  Box  78,  Delaware  Water  Gap,  PA  18237  or  by  E-mail 
at  jessed@csrlink.net  or  by  phone  (570)-424-8809,  and  again,  our  thanks! 
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Numismatic  Crossword  prepared  by  Arno  Sat'ran 


ACROSS 

1  small  and  silver 

5  1792  coin 

10  coin  of  the  _ 

12  with  34  across 

14  year  on  Roman  and 
Byzantine  coins 

15  rim  break 

17  coin  container 

18  year  to  date  (abbr.) 

19  Cresca  Fecundo 
on  Cen.  Amer.  coins 

21  _  tough  spot!  (2 

words ) 

22  What  did  you  say? 
utterance 

23  Actual  "eye  appeal" 
grade  of  coin 

24  Stone  money 

26  one  who  got  mil. 
payt.  certs,  (abbr.) 

27  counterfeiter 

29  an  uncertified  coin 

31  Liquor  of  the 
tropics  or  sailor 
money 

32  type  or  proof 

34  with  12  across 

’hits’  to  coin's 
edge 

36  Uncirculated 

38  on  Vancouver  and 
York  County  commems 

41  obverse  (abbr.) 

43  Securities  and 
Exchange  Com. 

(abbr. ) 

45  1877  14  or  1901-S 
254  for  example 

46  $20.00  gold  type 
(abbr. ) 

47  Numismatists  of  the 
U.S.  (abbr. ) 

49  Type  I  SL  254  upper 
torso  problem 

51  stronger  than  beer 

52  western  &  southern 
Mint  punches  spelled 

54  half  of  a  1915 
commemorative 
(abbr . ) 

55  Chief  coiner 
Eckfeldt 

56  certificate  of  value 
or-ade  preceder 

58  decade  of  both 
Barber  and  Weinman 
coins 

59  jammed 

60  on  504  and  $50 

DOWN 

1  dime  to  the  dollar 

2  So.  African  coin 

3  Dock  workers'  union 


(abbr . ) 

4  Colonial  NY  mint 
( abbr . ) 

6  First  word  in 
"motto" 

7  silver  flan  (abbr.) 

8  1,151  to  Byzantine 
Emperor  Manuel  I 

9  Act  of  paying  for 
rare  coin. 

10  quarters  of  1853  and 
nickels  of  1866. 

11  first  sign  of  wear 

13  Country  of  the 

PESETA 

15  commends  or  mentions 

16  arid 

19  Coin  of  Albania 

20  doubled  on  some  1984 
cents 

23  Frank  and  Gilroy: 

First  _ of 

engravers 

25  Boston  Tea  or  Whig 

27  Winter  convention 
hot-spot  org. 

28  sports  arbiter 
(abbr. ) 

30  commem  with  badger 
on  obv.  (abbr.) 

33  Hard  times  or  Civil 


war 

35  20th  Century  Mint 
engraver 

37  short-lived  note 
printer 

39  preferred  condition 
of  BU  cent 

40  diagnostics  area  on 
early  U.S.  type 

42  Draped  and  Capped 

44  Rep.  of  Mexico  type 
_  &  Rays 

46  5  on  some  1855  S  56 
cent  varieties 

48  First  chief  engrave 

50  on  1984  Chinese 
gold  Yuan  coin 

51  Yemen  port  city 
where  Fils  are 
spent 

53  Denomination  of  the 
Euro 

55  Amer.  Exonumia 
Assoc,  (abbr. ) 

57  Chiefs  or  Royals 
home 

58  President  who 
changed  our  coinage 
( init . 


Solution  appears  at  bottom  of  page  23 
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GSNA  Slide  Sets  and  Video  Programs 

Below  is  a  listing  of  slide  sets  and  Video  programs  from  the  GSNA  Library.  These  sets  are 
available  FREE  to  GSNA  members  and  member  clubs  If  you  would  like  to  borrow  a  slide  or  video 
tape,  contact  Ray  Williams,  924  Norway  Ave..  Trenton.  NJ  08629  or  by  phone  (609)-587-5929 
evenings  or  weekends 


Slide  Sets 

1  Greek  coins  from  the  6th  century  BC  to  Alexander  the  Great  (Seaby)  w/script 

2  English  Milled  Gold  Coins  (Seaby)  w/script 

3  English  Silver  Crowns  (Seaby)  w/script  &  tape 

4  Scottish  Coins  Gold  from  Robert  III  to  William  III  (Seaby)  w/script 

5  English  Coins  from  the  British  Royal  Mint  (Seaby)  w/tape 

6  Coins  of  the  Bible  Days  (Seaby)  w/script 

7  Coins  and  Medals  of  the  Renaissance  w/script 

8.  United  States  Coins  in  Silver  and  Copper  (Seaby)  w/script 

9  Byzantine  Coins  in  Gold  Silver  and  Copper  (Seaby)  w/script 

10  The  Hellenistic  Monarchies  Alexander  the  Great  to  Cleopatra  (Seaby)  w/script  &  tape 

1 1 .  Israel  Coins  and  Medals  reflect  Jewish  History  and  Traditions  w/script  &  tape 

12.  Mint  Errors  and  Varieties  w/tape 

13  We  Care  About  Eagles  (National  Wildlife  Foundation)  w/tape 

14.  America's  Copper  Coinage  (1783-1857)  by  Richard  Doty  (ANS)  w/script  &  tape 

15.  The  Franklin  Mint  (no  tape  or  script) 

16  Embossed  Shell  Cards  by  Mitchell  &  Rulau  w/script 
17.  Colonial  Coins  w/tape 
18  Michaelangelo  w/script 

20  Welcome  to  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  w/tape 
21.  Money  In  Early  America  (ANS)  w/tape 

22  Counterfeit  Detection  no  tape  or  script 

23  Stamp  Collection  (Smithsonian)  no  tape  or  script 

24  Confederate  States  of  America  Currency  (ANS)  w/script 

25  Roman  Medallions  w/script 

26,  Roman  Coins  -  Coinage  of  the  Republican  Rome  (Seaby)  no  tape  or  script 

Video  Tapes 

VT 1  Ancient  Coins  and  Modern  Fakes  (ANS) 

VT2  Classic  U  S  Gold  Coins  of  the  20th  Century  (MRC) 

VT3  Collecting  And  Grading  U  S  coins 
VT4  How  to  Create  an  Award  Winning  Exhibit 
VT5  Organizing  a  Numismatic  Presentation 
VT6  U  S  Silver  Commemorative  Coins 
VT7  Video  Guide  to  Full  Step  Jefferson  Nickels 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  GSNA  has  a  list  of  speakers  that  have  made  up  a  number  of 
slide  sets  which  may  be  of  interest  to  your  club.  The  GSNA  Speakers'  Bureau,  appears  on  page  22 
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1813  Ferd.  VII  Real  1834  Pep.  of  Chile  2  Reales  Mexico  1822  Real 

Durango  Mint  Smoking  Volcano/ Star  over  column  Bust  of  Iturbide/ Eagle 


Where  Are  the  Latin  American  Minors? 

by  Arno  Safran 

If  you  think  the  promotion  and  hype  of  Morgan  dollars  has  been  a  purely  U.S. 
phenomenon,  consider  this.  Silver  coins  of  .892.4  line  or  better  from  all  over  the  world 
have  been  the  mainstay  of  most  International  dealers'  stock  (along  with  gold  issues)  for 
decades.  The  demand  has  always  been  there  for  these  larger  coins  just  as  in  the  states, 
and  since  they  were  minted  in  the  millions  and  seldom  circulated  among  the  majority  of 
citizenry  who  lived  in  these  countries,  the  supply  is  still  sufficient  to  meet  this  demand. 

Many  collectors  long  ago  discovered  that  most  early  United  States  type  coins  net 
grading  VF-30  or  higher  are  expensive  to  exorbitant,  and  while  tempting  because  of 
their  beauty  and  scarcity,  have  opted  to  collect  late  18th  Century  to  early  19th  Century 
foreign  coins,  especially  Latin  American  that  were  accepted  as  legal  tender  in  the  United 
States  until  1857.  Like  most  neophytes,  those  entering  this  related  field,  are  attracted  to 
the  crown-size  8  Reales  for  two  reasons;  their  general  high  state  of  preservation.  [Even  a 
Choice  VF  portrait  piece  of  Charles  IV.  for  example  look  extremely  handsome.)  and 
their  low  price;  only  around  $40  in  VF-30.  Since  the  designs  for  type,  from  the  Pillars  to 
Portraits  to  early  Republican  coinage  were  established  for  all  silver  denominations,  the 
collector  soon  branches  out  in  an  attempt  to  procure  the  lower  denominations.  This  is 
where  the  fun  begins,  because  despite  their  low  catalog  price  listings.  Choice  VF  or 
better  specimens  for  many  of  these  issues  are  almost  impossible  to  find.  Try  locating  a 
Mexico  2  Reales  Ferdinand  VII  Armored  Bust  portrait  type  from  1809-1 1  in  VF  listed  at 
only  $45  in  the  1999  Krause  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins  or  a  Republic  of  Chile 
Volcano  motif  1834  2  Reales  in  XF  listed  at  $120.  (only  $65  in  VF).  Republican  minor 
coinage  (e.g.,  the  Real  and  2  Reales)  grading  Cl  I  VF  or  better  from  all  Latin  American 
countries  are  extremely  scarce  because  unlike  the  8  Reales,  they  circulated  extensively 
among  the  populace  during  their  tenure.  With  an  improved  economy  among  the  upper 
middle  class  in  some  of  the  Latin  American  countries,  collectors  there  are  now 
competing  for  these  same  elusive  coins  and  dealers  cannot  keep  up  with  the  demand. 

(continued  on  page  23) 


page  18 


New  Jersey  Numismatic  Journal,  Vol.  24,  No.  2 


A  Surv  ey  of  Monthly  Coin  Shows  in  and  around  the  Carden  State 

One  of  the  benefits  of  living  in  New  Jersey  and  its  environs  is  the  ease  at 
which  most  collectors  can  attend  coin  shows  on  a  regular  basis.  Most  of  these  shows 
boast  40  or  more  dealers  and  meet  on  a  specific  Sunday  of  the  month.  Bef  ore  making 
the  drive ,  it  is  advisable  to  check  listings  in  Numismatic  News  or  Coin  World. 


First  Sunday  Garden  State  Coin  &  Stamp  Expo  Parsippany,  NJ 

P.A.L.  Bldg,  on  Baldwin  Rd.  southbound  off  Rte.  46 
Directions:  2  mi.  w.  on  Rte.  46  from  1-280  or  2  mi  east  on  Rte  46  from  1-287 


Second  Sunday  World  Money  Show  Burlington  Twp.,  NJ 

Burlington  Lodge  #32  on  Rte.  541  towards  Mount  Holly  just  oft'  1-295  south  on  Exit  47A 


Third  Sundays  Colts  Neck  Coin  &  Stamp  Show  Colts  Neck,  NJ 

Firehouse  #2  on  Conover  Rd.  ca.  'A  mi  west  of  Rte.  34 
Dir  From  North,  G.S  Pkv  south  to  Rte  9  so  to  Rte  34  so  From  South:  1-195  east  to  Rte.  34  no. 

Trevose  Coin  Show  Trevose,  PA 

Trevose  Firehouse  on  Street  Road.  PA  Rte  132.  ca.  I  mi  west  of  Rte.  I  &  PA  T'pke  Exit  28 
Dir  Rte.  1  so  ofTrenton,  making  first  right  on  to  Street  Rd  (aka  PA  Rte  132)  Firehouse  ca.  8/10  mi 

Clifton  World  Money  Show  Clifton.  NJ 

Recreational  Center  -  1232  Main  Avenue 


Fourth  Sunday  TRI  State  Coin  &  Collectibles  Show  Fort  Washington,  PA 
Holiday  Inn:  Dir  PA  T'pke  to  Exit  26.  After  toll  booth,  proceed  straight  ca.  'A  mi.  to  Holiday  Inn 


Hackettstoxvm  Coin  Club 

Spring  Coin  &  Collectibles  Show 
Sunday,  April  1 1.  1999 

9:30  AM  to  3  PM 
American  Legion  Hall 

Willow  Grove  St.  off  Rte  46 
Hackertstown,  NJ 

9:30  AM  to  3  P\1 


NJNJ  Advertising  Rates 

Full  page  inside  cover 

$100 

Full  page  elsewhere 

75 

Two  full  pages  -centerfold 

175 

Half  page 

42.50 

Quarter  page 

25 

Photo-ready  copy  for  next  issue 


due  July  I,  1999 


Tom  Hyland 
collector  Coins 

Fair  prices  paid  for  your 
collection  of  U.S. Coins 

I  need  ty^pe,  key  date  dollars,  copper, 
gold,  commems,  love  tokens,  etc. 

Call  for  an  appointment 
or  meet  me  at  a  coin  show. 
GSNA:  April  30  -  May  1 
ANA  EAC  GSNA  NJNS 
P.O.  Box  26  Glenwood,  NJ  07418 
Telephone:  973  -  875-7926 
Fax  your  want  list:  973-875-7364 
Email:  TASH@tapnet.net 
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Byzantine  Emperors  of  Chaos 

Parts  Seven  and  Eight  of  Eight  of  a  series  by  Christopher  T.  Connell 

During  the  years  685  to  717,  the  imperial  government  of  the  Byzantine  Empire  was  in 
chaos.  In  these  32  years  six  different  men  ruled  in  seven  separate  reigns  (Justinian  II  was 
overthrown  mice.)  Justinian's  mo  reigns  totaled  sixteen  years  or  one  half  of  the  period  of  chaos. 

What  follows  represent  the  final  two  installments  of  this  fascinating  eight  part  saga.  ed. 


Theodosius  III 

(Summer  of  715  -  July  24,  717) 

It  is  likely  that  the  only  reason  why  the  Opsikion  officers  forced  an 
ineffectual  tax  gatherer  to  be  their  emperor  is  so  that  they  could  control  him. 
although  there  has  been  recent  scholarly  speculation  that  Theodosius  may  have 
been  the  son  of  former  Emperor  Tiberius  111  Aspimar.  (See  Part  Three,  njnj.  Vol  22. 
No  5.  Fall.  1997.  p  15.  ed  ).  Any  good  that  happened  during  his  reign  was  due  to  his 
general,  Leo,  who,  after  several  political  and  military  victories,  offered 
Theodosius  the  'opportunity'  to  abdicate,  with  Theodosius  eagerly  did,  retiring 
with  his  son  to  a  monastery  in  Ephesus,  where  he  died  peacefully  ca.  754;  the 
first  of  the  emperors  of  chaos  to  actually  die  of  old  age. 

The  coin  (above)  is  catalogued  as  Sear  1491,  19mm.  3.34g.  described 
in  Sear  as  a  "AR  hexagram...  struck  with  solidus  dies...  Extremely  rare,  "li 
should  be  more  accurately  described  as  a  ceremonial  miliaresion.  The  coin's 
true  rarity  --  only  four  recorded,  possibly  six  known  —  and  likely  provenance 
from  one  hoard,  suggest  that  it  was  not  struck  or  circulation.  Obverse  (shown); 
portrait  of  Theodosius  wearing  crown  and  loros ,  holding  patriarchal  globus 
cruciger  and  akakia ,  Inscription:  dN.ThEOdOSIUS  MULA  for  "Long  live  Our 
Lord  Theodosius.”  Reverse:  Cross  potent  on  three  steps.  Inscription: 
VICTORIA  AV9U  for  "Victory  to  the  Emperor."  A  officina ,  CONOB  in 
exergue.  This  coin  is  the  second  finest  known,  the  plate  coin  in  MIB  v.3,  ex 
Leu,  ex  Hunt,  ex  Subjack. 

(continued  on  page  2 1 ) 
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Byzantine  Emperors  of  Chaos 

Final  part  of  a  series  by  Christopher  T.  Connell 


During  the  years  685  to  7!  7,  the  imperial  government  of  the  Byzantine  Empire  was  in 


chaos.  In  these  32  years  six  different  men  ruled  in  seven  separate  reigns  (Justinian  II  was 
overthrown  twice.)  Justinian 's  two  reigns  totaled  sixteen  years  or  one  half  of  the  period  of  chaos. 


Leo  III 


(July  25,  717  to  June  18,  741) 


When  Leo  III  entered  Constantinople  on  25  July  717  it  was  impossible 
to  know  that  he  would  be  the  greatest  emperor  since  Heraclius,  and  the  founder 
of  a  dynasty  that  would  last  for  150  years.  Leo  was  a  brilliant  politician  who 
negotiated  peace  with  the  Bulgars  and  Khazars  and  out-maneuvered  the  Arabs 
in  most  situations.  Where  politics  failed.  Leo  was  a  remarkable  military 
commander  and  the  Byzantine  army  returned  triumphant  from  most  encounters. 

One  reason  for  Leo's  political  success  with  the  Arabs  may  have  sprung 
from  his  determined  commitment  to  icortoclasm.  This  movement  forbade  icon 
representation  of  Jesus,  Mary  and  the  Saints.  Iconoclasm  resulted  in  the 
destruction  of  most  of  the  religious  art  of  the  early  empire.  Iconoclasm  was 
highly  unpopular  with  the  religious  of  the  day,  but  Leo's  astonishing  military 
triumphs  convinced  many  that  persecution  of  the  icons  was  God's  will. 

While  iconoclasm  was  an  aesthetic  and  spiritual  disaster  for  Byzantine 
culture,  Leo  was  able  to  renew  Byzantine  authority  and  identity,  reorganize  the 
army,  and  set  the  empire  on  a  course  towards  its  greatest  political  and  military 
future.  His  reign  ended  the  Byzantine  Chaos. 

The  coin  above  is  a  solidus  of  Leo  III,  Sear  1504,  20mm.  4.45g. 
Obverse  (shown):  Bust  of  Leo,  wearing  chlamys  and  holding  globus  cruciger 
and  akakia.  Inscription:  dNO  LEON  P.A.  MOL.  for  "Long  Live  Our  Lord  Leo, 
Forever  Emperor."  Reverse:  Bust  of  son  and  co-emperor  from  717  Constantine 
V  wearing  chlamys  and  holding  globus  cruciger  and  akakia.  Inscription: 
dN. CONSTANTINO  M  for  "Long  Live  Our  Lord  Constantine." 
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GSNA  Speakers'  Bureau 

Below  is  a  partial  listing  of  GSNA  speakers  and  their  topics  to  be  updated  in  future  issues. 
Contact  Ray  Williams  (See  below,)  for  further  details. 


Christopher  T.  Connell 
Harry  Garrison 

David  Gladfelter 

Greg  Heim 

William  H.  Horton,  Jr. 
David  Lange 

Spencer  Peck 

Arno  Safran 

Ray  Williams 

Byzantine  Coins 

Canadian  Coins 

NJ  Obsolete  Paper  Money  and  Scrip 

Red  Book  Half  Cent  V  arieties 

U.S.  Large  Bank  Notes 

British  Coinage  of  Early  19th  to  Mid  20th  Century 
The  NJ  State  Quarter 

U.S.  Type  and  Foreign  Legal  Tender  in  U.S. 
New  Jersey  Coppers 

1998-1999  GSNA  Officers 


GSNA  President 

Robert  Beels,  Jr. 

P.O.  Box  1281 

E.  Stroudsburg,  PA  18301 

Bob  presides  over  GSNA  Board  meetings  and  is  the  person  to 
contact  about  GSNA  activities. 

GSNA  1st  Vice  President 
Frank  Dolan 

P.O.  Box  78 

Delaware  Water  Gap,  PA  18237 

As  1st  Vice  President,  Frank  presides  at  meetings  in  the 
President's  absence.  He  is  the  person  to  contact  if  you  or  your 
club  needs  to  accomplish  a  numismatic  goal.  He  may  refer  you 
to  another  if  he  cannot  help  you  himself. 

GSNA  2nd  Vice  President 

Ray  Williams 

924  Norway  Avenue 
Trenton,  NJ  08629 

Ray  is  in  charge  of  GSNA  slide  and  Video  programs,  the 
Speakers’  Bureau  and  GSNA  Certificates  for  Speakers  and  other 
Awards  of  Recognition.  Contact  Ray  if  you  need  a  Club 
program  or  if  YOU  are  willing  to  speak  to  other  GSNA  clubs. 

GSNA  Corresponding  Secy. 
Jim  Majoros 

65  -  16th  Street 

Toms  River,  NJ  08753 

Jim  is  in  charge  of  GSNA  publicity  and  public  relations.  He  is 
also  responsible  for  maintaining  our  membership  rolls.  Contact 
him  for  Change  of  Address,  membership  renewals,  new 
memberships,  news  releases  Membership  info  is  confidential. 

GSNA  Recording  Secretary 
Peter  Wacker 

1321  Mallard  Drive 
Martinsville,  NJ  08836 

Pete  records  the  minutes  of  GSNA  Board  Meetings  and  is 
custodian  of  the  records  of  the  association. 

GSNA  Treasurer 

Tom  Hyland 

P.O.  Box  26 
Glenwood,  NJ  07418 

Tom  maintains  the  financial  records  of  the  Association 
including  all  publicly  available  information.  The  audits  of  the 
GSNA  financial  records  are  available  for  inspection  by  all 
members. 

Arno  Safran,  NJNJ  editor 

P.O.  Box  605 
Lakewood,  NJ  08701 

As  editor  of  the  New  Jersey  Numismatic  Journal,  Arno  is  the  person  to 
send  articles  for  publication  or  news  and  events  of  your  club. 
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Where  Are  the  Latin  American  Minors? 

(continued  from  page  18) 


Latin  American  4  reales  coins  have  always  been  somewhat  elusive  going  back 
to  the  Pillar  designs  of  the  mid  1770's.  For  one  thing,  mintages  were  mere  fractions  of 
the  larger  8  Reales  which  served  primarily  as  international  trade-coins  and  saw  less 
circulation.  A  Choice  VF  Pillar  4  Reales  piece  will  sell  for  around  $250  a  common 
portrait  piece,  say  Charles  111  or  IV  in  the  same  grade  will  be  priced  closer  to  $100  but 
the  elusive  Ferdinand  VII  armored  Bust  type  of  1809-1 1  struck  at  the  Mexico  City  Mint 
will  cost  $75  in  just  Fine-12  because  it  is  scarce. 

As  a  rule.  2  Reales  coins  had  larger  mintages  than  the  four.  Common  Pillar 
specimens  sell  between  $85  and  $125  in  XF.  Portrait  types  of  Charles  IV  (1790-1808) 
coins  are  more  available  than  his  predecessor  Charles  III  ( 1772-1790)  but  Ferdinand  VII 
(1809-1825)  pieces  do  not  surface  nearly  as  often.  Again  the  Mexico  City  Mint  Armored 
Bust  type  (1809-1 1)  is  extremely  scarce  and  costly  above  VF. 

For  some  reason  the  One  Real  in  VF  or  better  is  more  common  with  Charles 
Ill  than  either  Charles  IV  or  Ferdinand  VII.  The  latter  usually  surfaces  with  the  1825 
date  struck  at  the  San  Luis  Potosi  Mint  in  Bolivia.  Half  Reales  worth  6'/20  in  the 
colonies  and  early  years  of  the  United  States  were  used  a  lot  but  enough  were  minted 
and  saved  so.  higher  grade  survivors  more  than  met  today's  collector  demand.  Though 
less  popular  because  of  their  tiny  size,  the  little  quartillo  ('A  Real)  with  a  castle  on  one 
side  and  a  lion  on  the  other,  appear  to  be  less  abundant,  but  are  able  to  be  found  in 
today's  numismatic  marketplace. 


The  minors  of  the  various  republics, 
Mexico.  Central  America.  Columbia.  Peru, 
Bolivia.  Ecuador.  Chile  and  Argentina  are 
very  elusive  above  Fine,  especially  the  two 
and  four  reales  but  even  the  half  real  and 
Real  can  be  hard  to  locate  depending  on 
country  of  origin.  Yet  the  prices  listed  in 
the  VF  and  XF  columns  for  these  denomin¬ 
ations  would  have  you  believe  that  all  were 
extremely  common. 

Try  finding  a  Vi  Real  from  either 
the  Central  American  Republic  or  South 
Peru  or  one  from  Colombia  Cundinamarca 
Province  in  any  grade;  especially  un-holed. 

Yes!  Latin  American  minors  rep¬ 
resent  a  challenging  goal  if  type  completion 
is  your  aim.  They're  just  not  around  anymore! 


Solution  to  Numismatic  Crossword 
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Applicants  for  Junior  Membership  must  include  date  of  birth 


